This Page Is Inserted by DFW Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representation of 
The original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 



IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



Searching PAJ 



1/2 ^— v 



PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN 



(11 publication number : 09-224230 
(43)Date of publication of application : 26.08.1997 



(51)IntCL 



H04N 7/16 

H04H 1/00 

H04H 1/02 

// H04N 7/08 

H04N 7/081 



(21 Application number : 08-330990 
(22)Date of filing: 11.12.1996 



(71) Applicant : SONY CORP 

(72) Inventor : YAMAGISHI YASUAKI 



(30)Priority 

Priority number : 07346515 Priority date : 12.12.1995 Priority country : JP 



(54) METHOD AND DEVICE FOR CONTROLLING TRANSMISSION OF PROGRAM RELATED 
INFORMATION 



(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To attain the transmission control 
of program related information predicting the access tendency 
of viewers in the future by collecting viewing history information 
obtained corresponding to the viewing operations of viewers and 
controlling the transmission conditions of program related 
information based on that information. 

SOLUTION: Concerning an EPG system with which the program 
related information such as the titles, channels and time of 
multichannel broadcasting programs is displayed on a television 
monitor 1 1 5 of viewer, when the viewer selects a program by 
operating a remote controller 116 while displaying the EPG 
information, that viewing history is transmitted through a public 
telephone line network to a customer management system 102 
together with charging information. Based on the collected 
information, a database center 101 instructs the improvement 
of density of the EPG information concerning a program with a 
high audience rating or a promotion program and sends that 
instruction to an up-link center 107 together with the EPG 
information and a transmission control signal, etc. The center 
107 improves the transmission frequency of the designated EPG 
information, superimposes it on an AV data stream sent from a 
program supplier 109 and transmits it toward a satellite 112. 
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